181.   THREE QUESTIONS

A gentleman sent me the following three questions for answer
at Barisal:

1.  Are our fallen sisters entitled to be returned as delegates to the district
and provincial conferences or the like representative bodies?   If not, how could
such delegates be sent from Barisal to the conferences at Perojpur and Jessore?

Under the present constitution of the Congress, even a moral
leper is entitled to be returned as a delegate, if he can find elec-
tors to elect him. But I should not think much of electors who
would elect 'fallen sisters3 knowing them to be such and whilst
they are carrying on their sinful trade. I know nothing of the
conferences mentioned.

2.  If any individual person or an organized body misappropriates Con-
gress funds or refuses to make over the papers and account-books along with
the funds and other properties of the District Congress Committee to the newly
elected executive committee duly approved by the B.P.C.G., what steps should
be taken to realize the funds and get back the Congress properties?

Although I am still a confirmed non-co-operator, I should
have no hesitation, if my entreaty failed, in taking legal proceed-
ings, civil or criminal, against the wrongdoer even though he may
be my own father or son. The Congress constitution and resolu-
tions are not designed to defeat the Congress end.

3.  How do you account for the fact that Indians and Europeans not
excluding high Government officials, that were and still are opposed to the
noble cause you espouse and did not join the functions you attended (except
to hinder them) during your last Bengal tour, are so very enthusiastic this time
over your reception?   Is there any reason to believe that these people have
since Been imbued with the noble spirit of non-violent non-co-operation  or
does it prove that your power as the greatest political leader of India is on the
wane, if not altogether extinct?

I am not aware of the hindrances the Government offered
during my last Bengal tour, but the correspondent is entitled to
draw the inference if, during the present tour, the authorities are
enthusiastic about my receptions now, that "my power as the
greatest political leader of India is on the wane, if it is not alto-
gether extinct." But I hope the correspondent will not make the
mistake that the authorities, according to him, seem to be